
Aspects of Art - Collage 

Progression of knowledge and skills from Reception to Year 3 
Year 
Group 

Implicit knowledge (skills) Substantive Knowledge Materials/ 
Tools 

Rec How to apply glue in order to make a piece of material 
stick to another. 
How to appropriately use different types of glue – glue 
stick, PVA glue. 
Use scissors to cut paper, card, wool and string. 
Use hands to tear paper and card 
 
 

Understand that pictures can be made by 
arranging and sticking a variety of materials on 
a page. 

Glue 
Paper 
Card 
Foam 
Fabric 
Wool 
Scissors 

Year 1 Collage with painted papers exploring colour, shape and 
composition.  
[SIMPLE PRINTMAKING] 
Combine collage with making by cutting and tearing 
drawn imagery, manipulating it into simple 3d forms to 
add to sculpture. 
[MAKING BIRDS] 

Understand collage is the art of using elements 
of paper to make images.  
Understand we can create our own papers 
with which to collage. 
[MAKING BIRDS] 

Paint 
Paper 
Card 
Glue 
Scissors 

Year 2 Use the observational drawings made (see Drawing 
Progression), cutting the separate drawings out and 
using them to create a new artwork. 
Understand and think carefully about composition.  
Work into the collage with further drawing made in 
response to the collaged sheet.  
Collage with drawings to create invented forms. 
Combine with making if appropriate. 
[EXPLORE & DRAW] 

Understand that we can combine collage with 
other disciplines such as drawing, printmaking 
and making. 
[EXPLORE & DRAW] 

Drawing tools 
Scissors 
Glue 
Paper 
Card 

Year 3 Cut shapes from paper (free hand) and use as elements 
with which to collage, combined with printmaking (see 
column 3 “printmaking”) to make a creative response to 
an original artwork. Explore positive and negative 
shapes, line, colour and composition. [SHAPE & 
COLOUR] 

Understand that we can combine collage with 
other disciplines such as drawing, printmaking 
and making. [SHAPE & COLOUR] 

Drawing tools 
Paint 
Joining materials 
Scissors 

 


