
Aspects of Art – Purpose/Visual Literacy/Articulation across all 

pathways 

Progression of knowledge and skills from Reception to Year 6 
Year 
Group 

Implicit knowledge (skills) Substantive Knowledge 

Rec Talk about artists work – sharing own ideas and listening to 
the ideas of others. Say what you can see and what you 
like/don’t like.  
 
Talk about own artwork and say what it represents and 
specific elements such as why you choose a particular colour.  

Look at work of artists and understand that an artist is 
someone who draws/paints/makes art. 
 
Look at work of illustrators in relation to shared books and 
understand that illustrators create the illustrations (the 
pictures). 

Year 1 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well”). 
 
Some children may feel able to share their response about 
classmates work. 

 

Look at the work of artists who draw, sculptors, and 
painters, listening to the artists’ intention behind the work 
and the context in which it was made. 
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 
similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 
 

Year 2 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well”). 
 
Talk about intention.  
 
Share responses to classmates work, appreciating similarities 
and differences.  
 
Document work using still image (photography) or by making a 
drawing of the work. If using photography consider lighting 
and focus. Some children may make films thinking about 
viewpoint, lighting & perspective 

Understand artists take their inspiration from around them, 
collecting and transforming. 
 
Understand that in art we can experiment and discover 
things for ourselves.  
 
Look at the work of a printmaker, an architect, and artists 
and learn to dissect their work to help build understanding. 
Understand how the artists experience feeds into their 
work.  
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 
similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 

Year 3 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked… I didn’t understand… it reminded me of…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well… I 
would have liked… next time I might...). Talk about intention.  
 
Work collaboratively to present outcomes to others where 
appropriate. Present as a team.  
 
Share responses to classmates work, appreciating similarities 
and differences. Listen to feedback about your own work and 
respond.  
 
Document work using still image (photography) or by making a 
drawing of the work. If using photography consider lighting 
and focus. Some children may make films thinking about 
viewpoint, lighting & perspective. 

To understand that visual artists look to other artforms for 
inspiration.  
 
Look at the work of an artist who uses gestural marks which 
convey movement, illustrators and makers who take 
inspiration from literature, painters who also use textiles 
and artists who animate their work. 
 
Understand artists often collaborate on projects, bringing 
different skills together.    
 
Deconstruct and discuss an original artwork, using the 
sketchbooks to make visual notes to nurture pupils own 
creative response to the work.  
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 
similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 

  



Year 4 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked… I didn’t understand… it reminded me of… It 
links to…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well… I 
would have liked… next time I might.. I was inspired  by….). 
Talk about intention.  
 
Work collaboratively to present outcomes to others where 
appropriate. Present as a team.  
 
Share responses to classmates work, appreciating similarities 
and differences. Listen to feedback about your own work and 
respond.  
 
Document work using still image (photography) or by making a 
drawing of the work. If using photography consider lighting 
and focus. Some children may make films thinking about 
viewpoint, lighting & perspective 

Look at the work of illustrators and graphic artists, painters 
and sculptors. Understand the processes, intentions an 
outcomes of different artists, using visual notes in a 
sketchbook to help consolidate and own the learning.  
 
Understand artists often collaborate on projects, bringing 
different skills together.    
 
Deconstruct and discuss an original artwork, using the 
sketchbooks to make visual notes to nurture pupils own 
creative response to the work.  
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 

similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 

Year 5 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked… I didn’t understand… it reminded me of… It 
links to…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well… I 
would have liked… next time I might.. I was inspired  by….). 
Talk about intention.  
 
Work collaboratively to present outcomes to others where 
appropriate. Present as a team.  
 
Share responses to classmates work, appreciating similarities 
and differences. Listen to feedback about your own work and 
respond.  
 
Document work using still image (photography) or by making a 
drawing of the work. If using photography consider lighting 
and focus. Some children may make films thinking about 
viewpoint, lighting & perspective. 
 
Discuss the ways in which artists have a responsibility to 
themselves/society. What purpose does art serve? 

 Look at the work of designers, artists, animators, 
architects.  
 
Understand the processes, intentions an outcomes of 
different artists, using visual notes in a sketchbook to help 
consolidate and own the learning.   
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 
similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 

Year 6 Reflect upon the artists’ work, and share your response 
verbally (“I liked… I didn’t understand… it reminded me of… It 
links to…”). 
 
Present your own artwork (journey and any final outcome), 
reflect and share verbally (“I enjoyed… This went well… I 
would have liked… next time I might.. I was inspired  by….). 
Talk about intention.  
 
Work collaboratively to present outcomes to others where 
appropriate. Present as a team.  
 
Share responses to classmates work, appreciating similarities 
and differences. Listen to feedback about your own work and 
respond.  
 
Document work using still image (photography) or by making a 
drawing of the work. If using photography consider lighting 
and focus. Some children may make films thinking about 
viewpoint, lighting & perspective. 

Look at the work of designers, artists, art activists, 
installation artists, craftspeople and puppeteers.  
 
Understand that artists use art to explore their own 
experience, and that as viewers we can use our visual 
literacy skills to learn more about both the artist and 
ourselves.  
 
Understand we may all have different responses in terms of 
our thoughts and the things we make. That we may share 
similarities. Understand all responses are valid. 

 


